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What's  the  Women's  Land  Army  doing  this  year? 

Best  source  of  information  is  Florence  Hall  in  Washington  -  chief  of  the 
Women's  Land  Army  division  of  the  Extension  Service  Farm  Labor  program-     If  we 
could  sit  down  and  visit  with  Miss  Hall. • .here  are  some  of  the  things  she  would 
tell  us. 

♦ 

First,  Miss  Hall  would  explain. .. the  Women's  Land  Army  is  a  movement  rather 
than  a  member  organization.    All  women  who  do  farm  work  are  a  part  of  the  Women's 
Land  Army. 

Then  Miss  Hall  would  tell  us  about  the  work. . .what  the  job  is... this  year... 
and  how  women  are  responding  to  the  call. 

She'd  tell  us  that  farmers  need  the  help  of  at  least  three-quarters  of  -  a 
million  women.     PZhy  are  so  many  women  needed  this  year?    Because  farmers  have  the 
"biggest  job  to  do  in  the  history  of  American  agriculture.    And  they  have  less 
experienced  help  to  do  it  with  than  at  any  time  since  Pearl  Harbor. 

The  two  peak  needs  for  farm  workers  come  in  the  early  summer  and  in  the  fall. 

The  early  summer  need  is  on  us  right  now.    Thousands  of  workers. . .many  of  them 
women. . .will  he  needed  in  the  fields  to  harvest  grain. . .de tassel  corn... and  to 
harvest  potatoes.     Women  farm  workers  will  he  needed  to  pick  peaches  and  cherries. 
To  harvest  onions... to  chop  cotton  and  "block  and  thin  sugar  "beets.     These  are  only 
a    few  of  the  jobs.     Dozens  of  others  are  .just  as  important  in  the  national  food 
picture . 

(more) 
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~**~$he  majority  of  the  town  and  city  women  who  do  farm  work  are  housewives  with 
homes  and  families  to  look  after.     Thousands  are  going  out  from  their  homes  by  the 
day  to  nearby  farms-     They  are  helping  to  save  crops  of  beans tomatoes  and 
berries. 

The  time  housewives  spend  at  farm  work  varies  widely.     At  the  peak  of  harvest 
time  they  may  work  a  full  week  or  even  two  weeks.    Llany  who  pack  and  grade  fruits 
and  vegetables  work  in  half -day  shifts. 

•  In  some  cases .. .farmers  have  adjusted  working  hours  to  fit  family  situations. 
Oregon  took  the  lead  in  this  plan  last  year,  with  such  success  that  the  "Housewife's 
Special"  will  be  a  familiar  sight  this  season  along  the  highways  around  Portland, 
Eugene  and  Salem. 

A  "Housewife's  Special"  is  a  Crops  Corps  bus  that  takes  a  load  of  fulltime 
workers  to  the  fields  at  the  regular  time.    Then  it  goes  back  to  town  about  8:30 
for  a  load  of  housewives  and  returns  them  earlier  than  the  other  workers.  This 
arrangement  gives  the  housewives  time  to  look  after  their  families  in  the  morning 
and  evening.     In  this  way... the  women  are  able  to  do  substantial  amounts  of  farm 
-.Tork  and  save  thousands  of  pounds  of  food  without  neglecting  family  responsibilities. 

Other  women  who  are  doing  outstanding  jobs  helping  farmers  are  teachers  and 
college  students.     Thousands  of  them  have  taken  man-sized  jobs  for  the  entire 
summer.     They're  driving  tractors  or  trucks .. .helping  with  the  hay. . .milking  cows" 
...and  otherwise  taking  the  place  of  the  hired  man  who's  gone  for  the  duration. 
Factory  workers  and  office  workers  have  little  free  time... of  course-     Yet  any 
number  of  them  are  giving  all  or  part  of  their  vacations  to  farm  work. 

This  is  the  kind  of  report  that  makes  every  woman  proud. . .proud  enough  to  want 
to  go  and  do  likewise.    If  that's  the  way  you  feel... see  your  county  agricultural 
agent.     And  if  you're  needed. .. enroll  for  a  farm  job.     Hemember. . . the  need  for 
extra  farm  workers  won't  be  over  'til  it's  over  in  Japan. 
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